
Dear Friends,        February 2019 

Greetings in the Name of our Savior Jesus Christ!  We have been going through the Book of 
Acts at the Havasupai Bible Church and just finished chapter 14.  I was interested in the fact 
that Paul and Barnabas went to the Jewish synagogue to preach on Cyprus, in Pisidian 
Antioch, and Iconium.  However, when they narrowly avoided a stoning in Iconium and 
arrived in Lystra, they found this audience to be of a different makeup.  It is referred to as a 
multitude, without knowledge of God.  When Paul healed a lame man the crowd naturally 
assumed that Zeus and Hermes had again visited them in the form of two men and healed 
this man.  Can you imagine preaching the Gospel of Jesus and having people misunderstand 
so completely?   

It occurred to me that this is where our world is going.  We have gotten used to ministering 
where the knowledge of God has already been laid, yet now we find that our audience has 
rejected God and embraced idolatry so we don’t recognize their mind any more.  So what did 
Paul do?  After being stoned, thought to be dead, and dragged out of the city, he arose, 
entered the city, and went to Derbe the next day. There he preached the gospel and made 
many disciples (14:21, 22), returning to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch in order to strengthen 
the believers and appoint elders.  “Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of 
God.”  Was this on Paul’s mind when he exhorted the Corinthians in 15:58… “Therefore, my 
beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.”?       

The world we live in desperately needs us to have the mind of Christ so they can know Him. 

The past several weeks we have seen God at work in several ways.  Thank you for praying!! 

1. January 18-21, I was in Supai and enjoyed a Friday night Bible Study, Saturday 
morning church breakfast with devotions and extended prayer time. Spending more 
time with the Believers has been enriching as I get to know them.  Sunday morning 
we studied Titus 1:1-2 in Sunday School, followed by the service in Acts.  After a 
potluck, we set up the church to view the movie: “I Can Only Imagine”.  Not a dry 
eye in the place.  There is a great need for reconciliation among families in the village. 

2. January 27, I saw a couple in church that had not attended for many years.  They 
told me, “God has been telling us we need to get back into church”.  The next week 
they brought their children and grandchildren.  Another lady told a story.  She had 
prayed, “God, please fill the church up.”  She arrived 5 minutes late, looking to see if 
God had answered her prayer. Not many were there. “God what are you doing?” She 
took her seat and sang a song, hearing the door open a few times.  Then she turned 
and looked around, and told God:  “Now You’re just showing off!”   

3. February 3, I went in to Supai for the morning.  300 miles round-trip with a 5 minute 
helicopter ride each way.  During the service there were so many questions that we 
wrapped up the last verse and I looked at the clock:  12:40.  I closed the service in 



prayer and we all sat there in silence. I assured them we would not go that long again. 
One lady spoke up and said, “I wish we could just keep going!”  What they were 
enjoying was eating God’s Word, fellowship, and seeing the church put in order.   

4. February 10, I went in to Supai for the Morning.  We have a congregational time of 
prayer during the song service. One sister across the path from the church had become 
bitter and had not attended church for over a year.  Her husband passed recently 
when his liver failed.  Although he had professed Christ as Savior before, they had a 
funeral in the traditional religion.  She soon was admitted to the hospital for the 
amputation of a toe.  During our prayer time I asked if anyone knew where she was? 
Home? Hospital? No one knew.  We prayed for her.  Ten minutes into the message 
the door opened and she came in pushing a walker.  We welcomed her and she 
apologized for interrupting!  Normally a strident woman, this was welcome.  At the 
end of the service she asked if we could sing “Victory in Jesus”, and if she could share 
a testimony.  She shared how it was hard to be without her husband. While in the 
hospital she had arranged to gathered alcohol to smuggle into the village to sell to 
have money, but when Charles Stanley came on the TV, she was convicted as God 
pointed out her “black darts in her heart”, and asked God to forgive her bitterness 
and disobedience. She agreed to have the men gather around her and pray for comfort 
in the loss of her husband and a renewed walk with the Lord.   

5. February 17.  It looked like I might not make it to church.  Winter weather was in 
full swing.  The winter schedule for the helicopter is Friday and Sunday…unless there 
is a holiday on Monday.  This weekend residents in this remote village fly out for 
supplies on Friday and fly in on Monday.  No helicopter Sunday.  My long-time friend 
WS was going to fly in with me.  He ended up bringing two of his horses that would 
get us in and out of the canyon. His wife sent along lunch meat and buns for a potluck 
for 40 people.Two of the church ladies contributed a macaroni casserole and chocolate 
cake.  We got up at 2 am and drove safely through snow packed roads for 4 hours.  It 
was an 8 mile, 2 hour ride through the gorgeous canyon to Sunday School.We covered 
Titus 1:10-16 which can be a challenging passage.  Praise God, He provided so I could 
be there.  16 miles on horseback.  It was Wednesday before I could touch my toes! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   



6.  February 24.  There are quite a few adults that come once in a while, like Tia.  She 
had her niece with her and asked prayer for her two boys and her sister.  Please be 
praying for several individuals who live apart from God and nothing in their lives 
really makes sense.  Pray them to Jesus.  One older woman came recently.  Something 
in the message struck her life.  (Four years ago she had gone to the tribal council to 
evict one of the church families from a home she wanted for her daughter.  It worked. 
The family moved into a tent with their two boys.  It was hard!  Through God’s 
provision in the next year, they were able to build a house that troubled people are 
drawn to.)  After the service, she turned to the woman she had evicted and asked her 
to forgive her.  Tia is the daughter who moved into the house.  God is at work!   

FAMILY: 

• Janelle’s surgery of January 9 went really well.  She is almost fully recovered.  God is 
providing through Samaritan’s Ministries Sharing Organization.  They are to repay us 
for prepaying with our credit cards.  The hospital bill is normally $65,000.  Our cost 
was $7,500.  Surgeon, anesthesiologist, hospital, and meds came to $13,000.  Amazing! 

• Wesley is sketching his way around Israel.  He went with one teacher on a 15 mile 
hike from Jericho to Jerusalem on a day off, saying he saw the area in a new light. 

• William’s pastor approached him to be part of a mission’s trip to Italy this summer, 
saying that his qualities were needed in that specific effort.   

MINISTRY: 

• February 3rd potluck with the Navajo families.  As no one RSVP’d, we scaled back on 
food purchased and have funds for another event. One couple and a single adult came.  
We look forward to encouraging them in their faith on a regular basis.  This fund is a 
blessing that encourages us to host new friends on a short term basis. 

• Please pray for more families to return to the Supai Church to experience new growth. 
• A group of 15 are coming from Frontier School of the Bible to Supai, March 11-17. 
• Preparing for a mission trip from Pierceville, Kansas in April to a Navajo family. 
• I am encouraging the men to prepare to share in one service over the Easter weekend. 
• Our annual church sponsored basketball tournament for Supai is coming up in May. 
• I am preparing a 4 message series for a mission’s conference in Tennessee in August. 
• We have located several study resources and passed them out to those who have 

completed the Bible Study Methods Class! 

God is answering our prayers!  Thank you so much for your                                         
partnership in this ministry. 

Phil and Janelle Maycumber                        Our Grands                                                                              
UIM International                             Linkin, Caleb, Rhilynn                                                                                      
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